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was in an advanced stage of decadence, it seems probable that the triumph of $ivaism began in the third or fourth century and that Buddhism offered slight resistance, Jainism being the only serious competitor for the first place, But for a long while, perhaps even until the sixteenth century, monasteries were kept up in special centres, and one of these is of peculiar importance, namely Kancipuram or Conjeyeram1. Hsiian Chuang found there 100 monasteries with more than 10,000 brethren, all Sthaviras, and mentions that it was the birthplace of Dharma-pala2. We have some further information from the Talaing chronicles3 which suggests the interesting hypothesis that the Buddhism of Burma was introduced or refreshed by missionaries from southern India. They give a list of teachers who flourished in that country, including Kacclyana and the philosopher Anuruddha4. Of Dharmap&la they say that he lived at the monastery of Bhadratittha near Kancipura and wrote fourteen commentaries in Pali5, One was on the Visuddhi-magga of Buddhaghosa and it is probable that he lived shortly after that great writer and like him studied in Ceylon,
I shall recur to this question of south Indian Buddhism in treating of Burma, but the data now available are very meagre.
1 Kan-chih-pu-lo. Waiters, 7to Ctoij, n, 226. The identification is not without difficulties and it has been suggested that the town is really Negapatam. The Life of the pilgrim says that it was on the coast, but he does not say so himself and his biographer may have been mistaken.
*  See art. by Rhys Davids in X.RJB.
8 See Forchhammer, Jwdiw Prize Essay, 1885, pp, 24 ff.
*  Author of the Abhidhammttfosangafa.
6 Someiave been published by the P,T, Society.